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The population of the Alexander 
Archipelago wolf residing on Prince of 
Wales Island is particularly threatened. 
Making up potentially 30% of the wolves 
in southeast Alaska, these wolves are both 
geographically and genetically isolated 
from other populations, and constitute 
one of the most at-risk populations of 
the subspecies. Since the mid-1990s, 
the population of Alexander Archipelago 
wolves on Prince of Wales Island has 
declined from about 250-350 down to an 
estimated 89 individuals. This population 
is therefore of crucial conservation interest.

Despite these risks, the Alexander 
Archipelago wolf and the Prince of Wales 
Island population have been repeatedly 
denied endangered or threatened status 
under the Endangered Species Act since 
1993. As a result, populations of the 
subspecies have substantially declined 
since the mid-1990s under the continued 
pressure of logging, unsustainable 
harvesting, and increased human access 
via roads. And despite a recent lawsuit, 
the courts have upheld the U.S. Forest 
Service’s Big Thorne timber sale, putting 
at risk not just the wolf, but the numerous 
other endemic and unique species 
that reside in southeastern Alaska. We 
must act now to save the Alexander 
Archipelago wolf and its vanishing habitat.

Want to learn more about endangered wolves? 
Check out the recent report by our partner, the 
Endangered Species Coalition, on how politics 
drowned out the science on 10 endangered 
species.

SPECIES SPOTLIGHT



Canine distemper confirmed in Far Eastern 
leopard, world’s most endangered big cat

Jan. 17 2018
Science Daily

A new study published in the Journal of Wildlife 
Diseases reveals the first documented case of 
canine distemper virus (CDV) in the Amur leopard 
(Panthera pardus orientalis).  CDV infects a wide 
range of carnivore species, including other big cats 
like lions and tigers. 

Smallest wild cat in the Americas faces 
big problems - but hope exists

Jan. 24 2018
Niki Rust

Mongabay

The güiña (Leopardus guigna) is the smallest species 
of wild cat in the Americas, and is declining due to 
illegal killing and habitat loss, particularly agricultural 
land subdivision. However, with new landscape 
spatial plans may help save this vulnerable cat.
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Trump administration is taking steps 
to remove a threatened lynx from the 

endangered-species list
Jan. 11 2018
Darryl Fears

The Washington Post

The Trump administration plans to remove the 
Canada lynx from the endangered-species list, 
ignoring a 2016 assessment that found that the lynx 
will soon die out from parts of it range unless it is 
federally protected. 

Carnivore Corner 
News Curated from the Carnivore World

Help save the Canada lynx! Sign 
the petition to keep it protected.
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/animalia/wp/2018/01/11/trump-administration-is-taking-steps-to-remove-a-threatened-lynx-from-the-endangered-species-list/?utm_term=.9491aa51bc9f&wpisrc=nl_animalia&wpmm=1
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/01/180117102648.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/01/180117102648.htm
https://news.mongabay.com/2018/01/smallest-wild-cat-in-the-americas-faces-big-problems-but-hope-exists/
https://news.mongabay.com/2018/01/smallest-wild-cat-in-the-americas-faces-big-problems-but-hope-exists/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/animalia/wp/2018/01/11/trump-administration-is-taking-steps-to-remove-a-threatened-lynx-from-the-endangered-species-list/?utm_term=.9491aa51bc9f&wpisrc=nl_animalia&wpmm=1
http://p2a.co/uYXyoDH
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ZACC - Zoos &Aquariums 
Committing to Conservation

Jacksonville, FL 
Partner Liason Justin Birkhoff and Program 

Director Stefanie Siller proudly represented 

SPECIES at the ZACC conference in 

Jacksonville.   We hosted a table and 

presented on two of our main projects:  the 

Chaco Jaguar Conservation Project, and 

Project Neofelis. SPECIES had a great time 

meeting zoo and aquarium conservationists 

from across the globe!

Keeping up with 
S.P.E.C.I.E.S.

Safari West Presents!
March 3, 2018 6:00-7:30 pm

On March 3, SPECIES founder and director 

Anthony Giordano  will be joining Safari West 

for their Conservation Dinner Series. His talk, 

“Clouded in Mystery: Introducing the enigmatic 

clouded leopard”, will present our work with 

clouded leopards. Book your seat here!

Our Activities

Upcoming Events

The Chaco Jaguar 
Conservation Project

Project Rationale

The Gran Chaco previously covered over one million km2 
of South America. This area is one of the most diverse 
ecoregions in the world. It is also linked tightly with 
Paraguay; it makes up two-thirds of Paraguay, and the 
Paraguayan Chaco is about 1/3 of the total Chaco. Many 
animal and plant species are unique to the Chaco, and 
depend on this ecoregion. However, this region has been 
racked by deforestation, losing over 3000 km2 a year, and is 
one of the most rapidly disappearing areas in the world. 

The jaguar is one of the species that relies on the Chaco. 
Since the 1900s, jaguars have disappeared from over half 
their historic range. S.P.E.C.I.E.S. is dedicated to conserving 
jaguars in locations that receive less attention. Little is 
known about the status and ecology in the Gran Chaco, 
despite its importance as one of the largest and most 
important Jaguar Conservation Units outside of the Amazon 
Basin. The CJCP is focused on relieving the 3 main 
issues concerning jaguars in the Chaco: 
deforestation, human-jaguar 
conflict, and lack of knowledge 
and information about jaguars 
in the region.

• Completed the first scientific investigation of jaguars in 
   the Paraguayan Chaco, and one of the geographically 
   largest scientific studies of jaguars in the Gran Chaco 
   biome
• Developed an extensive network of stakeholders
• Assisted with the first multi-regional Chaco Jaguar 
   Workshop in Bolivia in 2011
• Contributed to the National Action Plan for Jaguars in 
   Paraguay
• Launched a new conflict mitigation/ connectivity 
   maintenance program
• Hosted the first ever capacity-building workshops for 
   Paraguay’s conservation professionals
• Hosted the first ever human-predator educational and 
   conflict-mitigation workshops targeting rural stakeholders 
   in the Paraguayan Chaco
• Provided field opportunities for >36 students

In-situ conservation
By focusing on the jaguar and its survival in the Gran Chaco, 
we can also help other species and preserve biodiversity in 
the same habitat

Education
Local and urban education is vital to developing interest in 
the environment and conservation.

Capacity building
We aim to help students get experience in the field and with 
other organizations invested in conservation projects.

• To mitigate human-jaguar conflict, reduce depredation, & 
   explore alternative land use and ranching practices
• To foster mentoring of emerging and existing conservation 
   professionals, students, & grassroots conservation programs
• To map the distribution and status of jaguars across the Gran 
   Chaco and Paraguay
• To research the impact of habitat conversion and conflict 
   with humans on jaguar ecology and population dynamics 
• To identify targeted solutions and measures for reducing 
   livestock depredation and addressing stakeholder needs and 
   concerns
• To implement a region-wide conservation and landscape 
   connectivity strategy across the Gran Chaco and Pantanal
• To build a regional genetic reference library for jaguars
• To engage the public on jaguar conservation issues, promote 
   public education of jaguar conservation needs, and raise 
   awareness 

Anthony Giordano, Stefanie Siller, Justin Birkhoff

Long-term Goals

Main Aims

Accomplishments

Background

Project Neofelis

The world’s megafauna is often the subject of many mainstream 
conservation efforts. Charismatic species such as tigers, rhinos, 
pandas, and elephants, some of the planet’s most endangered or 
rapidly declining species, consistently receive the greatest portion 
of the public’s attention. That the most charismatic species 
continue to hold sway over how limited conservation financial 
resources are allocated has been a recurring concern expressed by a 
growing number of conservation professionals. 

Clouded leopards have been similarly overshadowed by Asian 
megafauna. Unlike leopards in southeast Asia, their local and 
regional population status from broad parts of their range is still 
relatively little known. While clouded leopards have fallen through 
the cracks of mainstream conservation efforts, S.P.E.C.I.E.S. argues 
that it is precisely the unique ecological and behavioral adaptations 
of clouded leopards, their evolutionary relationships to other 
felids, and their distinctive appearance, that make them the ideal 
“flagship” species. 

Our work in Taiwan showed the importance of the now extinct 
Formosan clouded leopard to the local Lukai and Paiwan 

people, as seen in their art and ceremony

Reasons for Conservation

To collate & synthesize camera-trap 
“bycatch” data to inform short-term 
surveys and research, and long-range 
conservation planning efforts. 

To establish collaborative clouded 
leopard field conservation and outreach 
projects, or population surveys, in every range 
country and/or geographically significant region.

To develop a grant & mentoring program in support of range 
country nationals to lead pilot surveys for clouded leopards in new 
areas.

To use the “umbrella” from our increased focus on clouded 
leopards to co-emphasize and promote awareness of smaller, more 
endangered, felid species occupying the same habitats and regions. 

To promote the use of palm oil-free products, and work with 
commercial good retailers, distributors, and manufacturers to 
eliminate palm oil form the supply chain. 

Where are the clouded leopards? 
Both species of clouded leopards are not particularly common wherever they 
occur, even in protected areas. 

4 out of 10 countries with the world’s highest 
deforestation rates are clouded leopard range countries. 
Rapid deforestation continues to be one of the biggest threats to the long-
term viability & connectivity of clouded leopard populations. For areas with 
ongoing and/or historical deforestation, it is unknown if many local clouded 
leopard populations persist or how they are connected to one another. 

3 out of 10 countries producing the most palm oil are 
clouded leopard range countries. 
Most areas in these countries now covered by palm oil was formerly habitat 
for clouded leopards. 

Many countries experiencing the heaviest illegal poaching 
& wildlife trafficking are clouded leopard range countries. 
Hunting of clouded leopard prey species is widespread in Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Thailand, Cambodia, and Vietnam. Clouded leopards are also the 
victims of international trade in their parts, as well as traditional use of pelts.

Ecological competition in a large carnivore community 
must be considered when planning and identifying 
clouded leopard ‘refuges’. 
The effect of ecological competition among clouded leopards, tigers, 
leopards, dholes, etc., is poorly understood, and may vary considerably.

There are between 12-15 tiger research, conservation, and 
conservation efforts for every effort targeting clouded 
leopards. 
One of the biggest “threats” to clouded leopard conservation is an almost 
complete lack of baseline information, including a lack of data, on the 
population status and ecology of both species. 

 “Clouded what? Is that like a snow leopard?” 
There is complete lack of awareness as to what a clouded leopard even is 
among the public at-large. This may be the larger underlying problem or 
context in which all the most pressing threats occur. 

Long-term Goals

By conducting interviews, we can better 
determine how local people feel about 

clouded leopard conservation
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http://safariwest.rezgo.com/details/71537/savannah-grill-restaurant?_ga=2.186805290.34899167.1516982006-450386441.1516982006
https://www.safariwest.com/calendar/
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“To ensure the viability, diversity, and integrity of the world’s 
threatened, endangered, and declining native carnivore 
populations and communities, mitigate threats to their future 
survival, and restore their part to the healthy functioning of the 

planet’s ecosystems”

https://www.instagram.com/Order_Carnivora/
https://twitter.com/Order_Carnivora
mailto:info%40carnivores.org?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/savingcarnivores/
http://carnivores.org

